The History of InfraGard

e Created in 1996
o 68 of the top 100 firms in the Fortune 500 have an InfraGard representative
e How to become a member

InfraGard is a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) program that began in the Cleveland
Field Office in 1996. It was a local effort to gain support from the information technology
industry and academia for the FBI’s investigative efforts in the cyber arena. The program
expanded to other FBI Field Offices, and in 1998 the FBI assigned national program
responsibility for InfraGard to the former National Infrastructure Protection Center
(NIPC) and to the Cyber Division in 2003. InfraGard and the FBI have developed a
relationship of trust and credibility in the exchange of information concerning various
terrorism, intelligence, criminal, and security matters.

InfraGard is an information sharing and analysis effort serving the interests and
combining the knowledge base of a wide range of members. At its most basic level,
InfraGard is a partnership between the FBI and the private sector. InfraGard is an
association of businesses, academic institutions, state and local law enforcement
agencies, and other participants dedicated to sharing information and intelligence to
prevent hostile acts against the United States. InfraGard Chapters are geographically
linked with FBI Field Office territories. Each InfraGard Chapter has an FBI Special
Agent Coordinator assigned to it, and the FBI Coordinator works closely with
Supervisory Special Agent Program Managers in the Cyber Division at FBI Headquarters
in Washington, D.C.

While under the direction of NIPC, the focus of InfraGard was cyber infrastructure
protection. After September 11, 2001 NIPC expanded its efforts to include physical as
well as cyber threats to critical infrastructures. InfraGard’s mission expanded
accordingly.

In March 2003, NIPC was transferred to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
which now has responsibility for Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) matters. The FBI
retained InfraGard as an FBI sponsored program, and will work with DHS in support of
its CIP mission, facilitate InfraGard’s continuing role in CIP activities, and further
develop InfraGard’s ability to support the FBI’s investigative mission, especially as it
pertains to counterterrorism and cyber crimes.

Goals & Objectives

The goal of InfraGard is to promote ongoing dialogue and timely communication
between members and the FBI. InfraGard members gain access to information that
enables them to protect their assets and in turn give information to government that
facilitates its responsibilities to prevent and address terrorism and other crimes.


http://www.infragard.net/membership/index.htm

The relationship supports information sharing at national and local levels and its
objectives are as follows:

e Increase the level of information and reporting between InfraGard members and
the FBI on matters related to counterterrorism, cyber crime and other major crime
programs.

e Increase interaction and information sharing among InfraGard members and the
FBI regarding threats to the critical infrastructures, vulnerabilities, and
interdependencies.

o Provide members value-added threat advisories, alerts, and warnings.

e Promote effective liaison with local, state and federal agencies, to include the
Department of Homeland Security.

e Provide members a forum for education and training on counterterrorism,
counterintelligence cyber crime and other matters relevant to informed reporting
of potential crimes and attacks on the nation and U.S. interests.

Local Chapter Activities

Each FBI Field Office has a Special Agent Coordinator who gathers interested companies
of various sizes from all industries to form a chapter. Any company can join InfraGard.
Local executive boards govern and share information within the membership. Chapters
hold regular meetings to discuss issues, threats and other matters that impact their
companies. Speakers from public and private agencies and the law enforcement
communities are invited. The following illustrates additional activities that local chapters

may offer:

e Training and education initiatives

e Alocal newsletter

e A Contingency Plan for using alternative systems in the event of a successful
large scale attack on the information infrastructure

InfraGard Board of Directors

InfraGard members are represented nationally by an elected board of seven
representatives called the InfraGard Board of Directors. Elections are held annually at the
InfraGard National Congress for voluntary two-year terms. The Board is responsible for
representing the membership in the partnership with the FBI. They conduct weekly
conference calls to address a variety of issues that face the organization. Board members
travel to various chapter activities and attend conferences promoting InfraGard and other
issues pertinent to the program.



The Board established several committees to address issues such as membership,
incorporation, and partnerships with other private sector associations/organizations.
Special Interest Groups (SIGs) have also been established to meet the challenges America
faces in protecting against criminal, terrorist, and intelligence threats. One such SIG
involves InfraGard, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), the Small
Business Administration, and the FBI.

InfraGard Secure Web Site

The InfraGard secure website provides members with information about recent
intrusions, research related to critical infrastructure protection, and the capability to
communicate securely with other members.


http://www.infragard.net/site_files/tuse.htm
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